- 








TT a 


‘found silence,—when, as if directed by an unseen hand, 


-that flowers in the bud are figurative of a sordid, avari- 





Chrvibersalist Magazire. 
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‘OR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, | 





SUMMER MORNING WALK. 


“} Who can forbear to smile with nattre ? can 
The stormy passions in the bosom roil, 
While ev'ry gale is peace, and evry grove 

Is melody ? an ; 

It was early in a summer morning, when, as yet, the | 
‘sun had not risen; when the air was cool, and wafted | 
a sweet perfume; the earth moistened by the gentle 
showers of the preceding evening, and the whole face 
ef creation wearing a fresh and gay countenance. It 
was then, that | invited my friend into tvalk in the fields, 
and taste the unrifled freshness of the morn. ‘Come, 
Jet us go forth into the fields; let us lodge in the villa- 
ges. Let us get up early to the vineyard ; Jet us see if 
the vine flourisheth ; whether the tender grape appears, 
aud the pomgranates bud forth.”—Songs of Sol. vii. 
il, 12. 

We had walked on, for some length of time, in pro- 


I broke the spell, and repeated the sentence of an autb- 
or, whom I had, oftener than once, quoted on a similar 
occasion. ‘Surely, said I, “nature is a book, and eve- 
ry page rich with sacred hints.” ‘I then added, to an 
active and speculative mind, the field takes the.place 
of the preacher, and its tenants are as so many liveiy 
and interesting sermons. Let us then, for a moment, 
said my friend, contemplate the flowers of the fleld. 





What use will ye make of them? said he. I would say, 


cious mind, but Sowers, in full-bloom, are expressive of | 
a benevolent and expansive mind. Let us, my friend, 
as much as in us lies, endeavour to imitate the full-! 
blown flowers in all our intercourse with the world ; or, 
at least, in a religious point of view; and in al) our de- 
sires after the King, the Lord of Righteousness, let us! 
imitate the SUN-FLOWER, which, to use the language | 
of an author, ‘*No sooner does Providence open the | 
eyelids of the morning, than it meets and welcomes the 
returning light ; courts and caresses it all the day ; nor 
ever loses sight of the refulgent charmer, so long as he 
continues above the horizon. In the morning, you 
mnay perceive it presenting its golden bosom to the 
east ; at noon, it points upwards to the middle sky ; in 
the evening, follows the same attractive influence to the 
west.”” Thus I went on, until we were again lost in si- 
lent contemplation. 

My friend at length observed, there are so many con- 
tradictions in all religious denominations, that I am, at 
times, inclined to reject them all, and adopt the Light 
of Nature as my pole star. If attend on the services 
of the Roman, or Catholic Church, I am there told that | 
she is the true mother church ; that she is infallible, and | 





cannot err; and she exclaims in the fervency of spirit, | use of argument, and as we draw no safe conclusions | 


“the temple of the Lord ere we,’’—and all besides are | 
heretics and infidels. Jf 1 turn my attention to-the 

Protestant Church, I find her divided into a thousand | 
different sects, names, and denominations. If I attend | 
to her doctrines, as taught by the Calvinists, | am there 

fold that an elect number only will receive the bless-| 
ings of salvation ; while at the same time they are com-| 
passing sea and land to proselyte the whole world, | 
which to me appears to be a contradiction in terms, | 
unless it be to the Calvinistic creed. They too, in the 

same fervency of spirit, cry out, **The temple of the. 
Lord are we.’ If I attend to the doctrines as taught 
by Arminians and Methodists, I am here made to under 
stand that works alone are necessary to insure a happy 
immortality beyond the grave ; and, in the same fer- 


‘vency of spirit, they cry out, ‘*The temple of the Lord 


are we.” If Lattend to the doctrine, as advocated by 
tiie Universalists, | am there again confounded ; for they 
teach and enforce that. all human beings are the given 
inheritance of Christ; that all, however depraved and 
filthy, shall be made clean, through the doctrine and 
merits of the Messiah, the Son of God ; and in the same 
fervency of spirit with the others, they say, **The tem- 
ple of the Lord are we.” And, I will add, by their 
€octrine, it appears to me, they destroy those attributes 
of God, namely, justice and mercy. In all these differ. | 


ent doctrines there is a great confusion of spiritual lan- 
guage. Thus I am buffeted abowt, and cannot tell 
where to lay hold for safety ; and 

But stop, my friend, said 1. In reply to your first 
observation, I will say, if, with the light of nature, you 





‘intend to connect the TRUX LIGHT OF REVELATION, 


even that light. which John “tcame to bear witness of :” 
which ‘was ‘Christ, “that all men through him might be- 
lieve” —if, I say, you intend to connect the light of rev- 
elation with the light of nature, you will do well; but, 
if you adopt the latter only, you will oftentimes be be- 
wildered ; and you will be like a ship without com- 
pass, tossed to and fro by every wind; often wrecked 
on the ocean of doubt and uncertainty. 

In reply to your other observations, I will observe, 
I know there is a great diversity of sentiment in the re- 
ligious world ; but this is serviceable, so far as induces 
people to search the more diligently after the TRUE 
LIGHT: ‘That was the true light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.”?> With respect to 
the Roman, or Catholic church, so called ; or the Pro- 
testant church, under their different forms, as Calvimis- 
tic, who hold to the salvation of an elect number only, 
I shall say nothing ; or Arminians, who: hold to salvation 
by works, even you yourself will acknowledge, that 
“good wotks are good and profitable unto men,” while 
sojournmg here in ‘this state; but farther I shall say 
nothing ; but shall take up the last mentioned doctrine 
which you bring forward, namely, Universalism; which 
asserts that the final salvation of the whole race of Ad- 
am, from the power of sin and its consequences ; the 
destruction of death and bim who had the power of it; 
and the bringing in of everlasting righteousness for all 


; mankind, however unclean and polluted they may now 


be, throogh the mediation of Christ, is God's original 
design aud purpose ;—I say, ! shall take up the last 
mentioned doctrine, and shall contend against you, 
where you say they destroy those attributes, justice and 
mercy. I will endeavour to convince you, that this 
doctrine rather establishes them on a betler foundation; 
in doing which, I will make use of a pamplilet I have in 
my pocket, which I trust will be more forcible in your 
mind, than any arguments I can advance of my own. 
I hope you will hear me patiently ; 1 will read :— 
Says the author—“Most Christians suppose that Jus- 
tice is against the doctrine of Universal Salvation; but 
this is by dividing those attributes which God hath join- 
ed, namely, JusTICE and MERCY. It is supposed that 
the Almighty, either did, on the day that he made man, 
or that he will m some future day, share the race of 
men among these two attributes;—that smiling Mrer- 
cy will dwell with a portion of mankind in the kingdom 
of heaven, while devouring Justicr shall take her part 
to hell, and so dwell] at an infinite distance from each 
other. But as such ideas, in general, are beyond the 


from any being, when we separate his qualities, no at- 
tempt willbe made to conflict separate Justice ; it is 
sufficient to shew that it harmonizes with Mercy ; and 
that both together do not oppese the salvation of all 
men: 

** jittle need be said to shew that Justrer and 
MERcyY unite in all God’s doings... As the very na- 
ture of God is salvation as well. as justice; and as 


'Mercy and TRvTH are one in Jesus, Christ, in whom 


dwelleth all the fulness of the godhead bodily, ao 
doubt can remain as to the propriefy of considering 
those attributes in conjunction. Whatever one ‘te- 


_ quires the other requires also. When Justice requires 


a Saviour in order to man’s salvation, Mercy rejoic- 
es in the salvation ofa world hy him. Does the Law 
require that men should love God with all their heart, 
the gospel giyes influence to fulfil that requirement. 
if Wrath demands that the sinner should be punished, 
Love stands by, amd directs it for ‘his good. Justice 
and M&rRrcy co-operate in all dispensations, as the tears 
of the parent mingle. with the rod in chastisement. 
Now, in order to ascertain what they both intend, we 
have only to consider what they both unite in. If 
two attributes are at odds about mankind, whatever 
they come to an agreement, will take the lead of both. 
if Justice and Mercy unite in a destroyer; then Jus- 


tice and Mercy will seek the destruction of men: 
but if they meet together in the character of a Saviour, 
then both will conspire to promote salvation. As both 
of these attributes are known to agree in a Saviour ; as 
certain as we are that two attributes cannot unite in 
two opposites, just as certain we are that they never 
will unite in the character of a destroyer: and, as cer- 
tain as we are that these will be a great destruction of 
mankind if all. are not saved; so evident it is, that the 
Saviour, in whom these attributes agree, -will never be 
satisfied, until all men are saved. ‘Therefore, the idea 
that Justice as much requires the endless misery 
of some, as MERcy does the eternal happiness of oth- 
ers, is the depth of obscurity. The truth is, that both 
Justicr end Mercy consider all men as sinners, and 
when there was no one to help, they join together te 
provide a Saviour :—They lay-help on one who is migh- 
to save; and,agreeing in salvation, they agree in the way 
in which it is to be effected. Hence all dispensations of 
Wrata and Mercy are but means to bring mankind 
to a knowledge of God, and make them discern the 
odious nature of sin. The consequences of setting the 
attributes of God at variance, are manifest...—See Ba- 
ker’s Solemn Address, &c. 

I was proceeding further to attempt a saynopsis, or 
general-view of universal benevolence, as | understood 
it, and to direct his mind where to look for safety, 
when a cloud coming up which portended another 
shower, we parted .with a promise of meeting again, 
should circumstances admit. 

J} observed to my friend at parting, that we should 
undoubtedly meet again in the regions of bliss, in a glo- 
rified state ; where joys uninterrupted would flow spon- 
taneously. A gentle shower began to descend, which 
forced into my mind those pleasing lines from Rippon’s 
collection of hy mus, entitled, “*Rain of beaven”— 

As in soft silence, vernal show’rs 
Descend, and cheer the fainting fow’rs, 
So, in the secrecy of love, 

Falls the sweet influence from above. 


That heav’nly influence let me find, 
In holy silence of the mind ; 

While ev’ry grace maintains its bloom, 
Diffusing wide its rich perfume. 

The cloud passed off, and a.clear sky appeared, to 
welcome the king of day, which had just began to rise. 
So, in the “dispensation of the fullness of time,” we 
believe that the clouds which now obstruct the spiritual 
vision of man, will pass away, and leave the ee 
race in the fall enjoyment of the glorious Sun of Righ- 
teousness, withouta cloud. Finding myself alone, 1} 
walked on, repeating, ‘‘O eacred Solitude* divine re- 
treat !’—Regardless of where [ went, until | had reach- 
ed the summit of a high and commanding hill, which 
overlooked the neighboring forests, plains, and villages ; 
' where the pleasing sound of the sengsters of the grove; 
|the lowing herds, and the bleating flocks, were dis- 

tinctly-heard, whilethe-more rational part of creation 
were going on with their daily task, and offering a song 
of praise to their beneficent Creator, who causeth “the 
outgoings of the morning and the evening to rejoice.” 
I seated me down on a turf of grass, and the following 





were the enerations of my mind, in viewing the worke 
lof nature. 
| ******* And aml thasalone? Well, I willen- 
joy arepast, the pleasures of which none, but those 
who taste, can tell. [ow delightful it is to rove abroad 
at this vernal season! to enjoy the serenity of nature ; 
to walk the dewy lawns, and to breathe the unrified 
freshness of the morning air! 

“Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet, 

With charm of earliest birds.” MILTON. 

But before I leave this elevated spot, let me once 

more feast my eyes upon the works of God; and, in 
the borrowed language of an author, let me “‘take one 
more survey of the neighboring country.— What a pros- 
pect rushes upon my sight! How vast; how various; 
how full and plenteous with all manner of store! Na- 


— 





* By Solitude is here meant only.a temporary seclu- 





sion from the noise and bustle of the world, 
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ture’s whole wealth !—What a rich and inexhaustable 
magazine is here, furnishing subsistence fot evety crea- 
tuze 2? Methinks I read im these spacious volumes, a 
most lively. comment upon that noble celebration of the 
divine beneficence : “*He openeth his hand, and filleth 
all. things living with plenteousness.”.—HERVEY. 
Seeing the fields are covered deep, & stand thick with 

corn, and the other productions of nature ;—sceing the 
meadows smoothed into a level, and decorated with an 
embroidery of the gayest flowers, and loaded with her- 
bage for the health of man ;—seeing the pas/ures, with 
their verdant mounds, chequering the prospect, and 
preparing a standing repast for the cattle, who are 
strong to labor;—seeing the orchards, bringing forth 
their various fruits, adapted to the health and taste of 
man ;—seeing on every side, the goodness of God to his 
creature man, in giving sun-shine and rain, to advance 
the products of the soil ; seed-time and harvest, and a 
regular gradation of heat and cold, in the advance- 
ment of summer and winter ;—seeing that “he openeth 
his hands liberally,’ and supplieth the wants of his 
dependent creatares ;—and lastly, (not being willing to 
leave man to adopt the light, or works of nature, alone, 
as his guide in things pertaining to his spiritual welfare,) 
knowing that God sent his only begotton Son into the 
world, as a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and to be 
the glory of Israel; as a seal in attestation of his infi- 
nite love to man; and believing him to be the true spir- 
itual light and life of the world ;—seeing and believing 
these things,what man can help exclaiming in exw]tation, 
“God is love ;’ that he is the source and fountain of 
all goodness ; who can help exclaiming in the language 
ofthe Psalmist, ‘“‘the Lord is good unto all, and his ten- 
der-mercies are over all his. worke.”* Again, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.” 
In drawing to a conclusion, I will again inquire, seeing 
and realizing these blessings— 

“Who can forbear to smile with nature? can 

The stormy passions in the bosom roll, 

While ev'ry gale is peace, and ev’ry grove 


Is melody >——” 
LAY PREACHER. 


ea 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 


I noticed your acknowledgment, in your fast num- 
ber, of my. answer to “Stator; in which you were 
obliged to decline publishing it, as it would ‘‘lead to a 
controversy, that would not be very profitable to the 
readers of your paper.” I doubt not but you exert 
your endeavonrs, at all times, to give your correspon- 
dents satisfaction, and your readers edification, without 
exception ; but I was not aware, I should be denied the 
privilege of giving ‘Stator’? my exertions, in setting 
forth his erroneous sentiments of believing in future 
misery ; one of the chief causes of so much controversy 
on religion, and very inconsistent to the faith of Uni- 
salism: And I think it not only for the profit of the 
readers of your paper, but mankind in general. I am 
very mindful of my answer’s mot doing ‘*Stator’s’’ un- 
reasonable queries, “the justice they.so amply merit ; 
but I trust some more able pen will not see my ques- 
tion opposed, and future: misery supported, on such 
contradictory evidence as ‘*Stator’s,”’—without be- 
stowing his charity in an answer, with scripture proof, 
and the result | think must tend for both our profits ; if 
not of concerting him in his errors, yet of reproving me, 
for accueing him of such. I finish with St. Paul, in say- 
ing, **Withont controversy, great.is the mistéry of god- 
linese.”? EAR.. 


REMARKS. 


In inserting the foregoing communication, from our 
correspondent “FAR,” he is informed, that it was not 
from any hostility towards him, or rejection of the sen- 
timents expressed in his answer to ‘Stator,’ that we 
declined publishing it; but, as we before observed, it 
was on account of its extreme length ;—together with 
the opinion that it would have a tendency to provoke a 
controversy, which would occupy too large a share of 
eur paper,—and prevent us from always doing justice 
to our remaining correspondents. Communications, 
written in a style less verbose, would be more accep- 
iable. 
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REPLY TO STATOR.—Pages 6, 7. 


Brother—As I am unable to understand the entire 
correctness of your reasoning, I am persuaded you will 
cheerfully indulge a few remarks, which haye-no other 
object than the discovery of truth for our mutual edib- 
cation and comfort. 

You say; “‘If the punishment which is annexed to 
sin is ever threatened before sin is committed, and is urg- 
ed upon the creature, as a preventive of transgression, 
I see no reason against the punishment of a future state 
being denounced, for the purpose, if not of * establish- 
ing christian morality in this,’ yet to imcrease the in- 
ducements to virtue.” Here you say, that you ‘‘see 
no reason against the, punishment of a future state be- 
ing denounced ;”’ and yet before you close your few re- 
marks, you say; ‘*All universalists, whom I have ever 
known, profess to believe, that punishment is discipli- 
nary, and emendatory. They believe too, that the 
Deity will-exert such means, as are necessary to pro- 
duce certain ends, till those means become effectual. 
If these propositions be true, they may help us to see, 
why misery in another world was not directly threatea- 
ed to Adam,. Cain, &c.” Here it seems that you as- 
sign a reason for that, for which you just before could 
see no reason! If you meant, by iuserting the word 
directly, that although the divine Being did not speak 
to Adam and to Cain in language which directly implied 
that their punishment would be in a future world, yet 
the divine declarations will bear such a construction, 
why did you not endeavour to show this? And on the 
contrary, sir, if you did not mean this by the word di- 
rectly, what.did you mean by it? 

Again, you ask the following question ; ‘‘If fear is of 
any use to mortals, why should it become utterly inef- 
ficient, and appear so unreasonable a thing, when the 
causes of itare plaeed ina future world?’ Having 
asked this question, in the room of bringing forward an 
instance of divine threatening, which necessarily car- 
ries the cause of fear into a future world, you speak of 
the fear which moved Noah to build the ark to save 
himself and family from drowning-in the flood. This, 
sir, brings your question back. to yourself. If fear was 
of any use to Noah, why was not the cause of that fear 
placed in a future world? I am satisfied that your good 
sense will easily answer the question asitreturns. You 
will say, Noah was in no danger of being drowned in a 
future. world, and to prepare an. ark to defend him 
against any. other calamity would be unreasonable. 
Besides, as it is evident that the fear of the flood was 
sufficient to induce him to prepare for his safety, there 
could be no necessity of presenting him with any cause 
of fear in a future state. Would you have your readers 
believe, that the fear, which moved Noah, was that fear 
which hath torment, which perfect love casts out; or 
that fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom, 
and perfectly accords with true love and Jiberty of con- 
science ? In.a word, if.Noah did not act from the spirit 
of love, he must have acted from a different spirit; and 
if froma different spirit, will you say that it was accep- 
table to God, whos Jove ? 

You furthermore say ; ‘Whether fear be necessary 
to gaiu.true love,” or.not, one thing is certain; if it 
was not a prineiple.of action, necessary to the moral 
system, God would never have placed before men these 
objects which excite fearful apprehensions. Nor should 
we have heard,that ‘Noah’ being warned of God, mov- 
ed with fear, prepared. an.ark to the saving of his 
house.’? We should have been informed, that. Noah, 
actuated by love, and influenced by that liberty of con- 
science, which is so congenial. to the feelings of human 
nature, in knowing that he was punished, the moment 
he did wrong, and rewarded the moment he did.right, 
would, under these citcymstances, have set the future 
at defiance, and acted as “true love and liberty of con- 


a 





scjence had dictated.” 


It is acknowledged, sir, that objects which excite 
fearful apprehensions are, by a kind Providence, placed 
before men, and that the fear which they occasion is of 
utility to the moral, as well as the temporal interest of 
society ; but neither does this fact, or the case of Noah 
in particular, give the least countenance to the necessi- 
ty. of placing objects which excite fearful apprehensions, 
in a future world. ‘The fear of poverty and want is 
useful by inducing to industry and prudence; but the 
object of this rational fear is in the present state. 
how the utility of this fear proves. that it is necessary to 
place objects of fear in another world is not understood. 
The fear of losing the energy and activity of mental 
powers may very rationally induce a person to avoir 
intemperance, and thereby contribute not a little to his 
morals. But how this proves that it is necessary to 
place this terrific object in a future world is not seen 
The powers and energies of mind in a future world will, 
no doubt, depend on the constitution and organization 
of that state of being; which state is known to God, 


but not to us. 
What are your readers to understand by the follow- 


ing, above quoted ? **That Noah, actnated by love, and 
influenced by that liberty of conscience, which is so 
congenial to the feelings of human nature, in knowing 
he was punished, the moment he did wrong; and re- 
warded the moment he did right, would, under these 
circumstances, have set the future at defianee, and act- 
ed as his “‘true love and liberty of conscience had dic- 
tated.” If you are rightly understood, your meaning 
is, that a belief, that our wrongs are punished in the 
present state in which they are committed, and that 
our virtues bring us present reward, is congenial to the 
feelings of a wicked heart, and naturally induces to in- 
dulgence in sin. Sir,if you do not mean this, I confess, i 
am unable to conjecture that you mean any thing that 
relates to your subject. But is this doctrine matte: 
of fact? Do the wicked indulge in sin, because they 
believe that they thereby render themselves miserable 
in the present life? Do they studiously avoid their du- 
ty to their God, to their neighbours and to themselves 
because their wicked, deceived hearts believe thet in 
keeping the commands there is greatreward? Brother, 
I am not a little surprised to find this sentiment indi- 
cated from the pen of a Universalist. 
derstancing you, have attached a meaning to your 
words, which you did not intend,.I shall be glad to be 
set right. 

Again you say; ‘*The sinneris informed that he shal! 
be punished, till he shall be brought to submit, and be- 
comes the willing subjeot of God’s kindom. The abore 
propositions which are conceded to by all Universalists, 
prove as much. Hence “reason” wii ‘‘carry this 
punishment beyond the grave,” unless it can be prov- 
ed, that the distress which sin occasions in this life, 
works the full intended effect.”» Here, if | do not mis- 
understand, you establish what you before represented 
as congenial to the heart of the wicked ; that punish- 
ment is in the same time of transgression, and in no 
other time. A man is a transgressor until he submits to 
the government of God, and you allow him to be pun- 
ished no longer than until his submission. Thus you 
establish, and I do not see why you do not establish 
beyond all contradiction, that sin and its punishment 
are in the same state. And 1 can hardly believe that - 
you will oppose the belief, that happiness will attend a 
state of obedience and holiness. 

That “treason will carry punishment beyond the. 
grave, unless it can be proved, that the distress, which 
sin occasions in this life, works the full intended effect,”? 
may, perhaps, be justly doubted. The. nature of this 
reasoning is evidently erroneous ; because reason would 
not dare to carry punishment beyond the. grave, unless 
it were frst proved, that sufficient punishment had not 
beeninflicted onhis sidethe grave. Because reason might 
be too weak to ascertaiti whether punishment had been. 
sufficient or not, why should it become confident that 


Sut 


If 1, by imisun- 





jimore was mecessery and justifiable? 


And you, tir, 
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must see, as I think, that this argument will empower | ti-christian words: “It thence happens, that they (the | 


reason to carry the punishment of David, king of Israel, | 


poor infant, guiltless, and incapable -of guilt) die with 


of Paul, the apostle, and of all the rest of mankind, ithe loss of their souls.?? Such madmen and blasphem- 


not only beyond the grave, uniess it can be proved that 
punishment had its full effect in this life, bat even to 
millions of millions of ages in eternity, unless it can be 
proved that short of such duration, punishment wil] 
have effected its object. But you say; ‘Punishment 
has need of no special limitation, as to the time when 
it shall cease.’ Allow this to stand together with your 
Jast considered argument, and reason will carry punish- 
ment beyond any limitation you can possibly suggest ! 

As in confirmation of your reasoning, you refer to 
Lev. 26, you would have been consistent with yourself, 
had you contended that reason would carry the punish- 
ments there recorded, beyond the grave, unless it 
could be proved that all the Israelites who perished in 
consequence of their sins, were sufficiently punished 
this side the grave. Had you done this, you would 
have employed reason in showing that terror, consamp- 
tion, and the burning-ague consumed their eyes and 
cansed them sorrow of heart beyond the grave. And 
that in the future world they sowed their seed in vain, 
because their enemies ate it; that they were slain-be- 
fore their enemies, beyond the grave, and that they 
who hated them ruled over-them in another world; 
and that — the grave they fled when none pursued 
them, &c. &c. Read the whole chapter, sir, and you 
find no vito but what is necessarily confined to 
this mortal state. 

Théso, brother, are some of the faults, which I have 
thought it my duty to point out, in your reasoning. If 
i have erred, it is my want of judgment, it is no defect 


of my will. H. B. 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

In reading the following accounts of Popish Mission- 
aries, | was struck with the similarity of their sentiments, 
to Protestant Missionaries who have gone from America 
to India. 

‘‘Pather Alexander de Rhodes, makes a bold, and I 
think, an impious observation concerning the Chinese, 
though he makes it from what-he thinks a spirit of pie- 
ty. After he has computed the number of souls in that 
immense empire to be two hundred and fifty millions, 
he adds, with a sigh, ‘ that at least five millions of them 
are damned every year.?”? That is, the whole nation 
are as surely damned as they die, and as fast as they 
die. 

Would any rational man,.can.any christian man, be 
of the same religion with this blasphemous enthusiast, 
or bear to see such blasphemy and enthusiasm propa- 
gated in the world? Such a principle charged upon 
christianity would deter.all who consult reason, and 
honor the Deity, from embracing it. . Who can believe 
that all the souls whom God creates, or hath created, 
are damned, unless they learn the Popish creed, which, 
perhaps, they never heard, or, perhaps--wanted capaci- 
ty to understand, or thought themselves not obliged to 
believe upon the word of. a missionary? Could it be 
half so great a crime to deny the existence of a Deity, as 
to conceive the Deity to be such a cruel, such a diabel- 
ical being. 

That crazy father adds, **That :yet we remain with 
our arms across, whilst Jesus Christ suffers suchia migh- 
ty reproach.” A mighty reproach! ‘ Whois it.that of- 
fers it, except this father, or sueh enthusiasts, or im- 
portors, who turn God into a tyrant; and religion: into 
blasphemy? 

Father Dandini breathes the same anti-christian spirit, 
which is indeed the spirit of that church. He was mis- 
sionary and apostolic nuncio to the poor christian Ma- 
ronites upon mount Lebanon. He says, that they de- 
fer the baptism of their children, until they are fifty or 
fixty deys old: and then adds these horrible, these-an- 


| doctrines ; 








ers are called teachers! What tyrant, what demon, | 

was ever charged with such transcendent cruelty, as is 

here charged upon the Father of mercies, and of men? 
Independent Whig, vol. 2 & 3-p. 193. 


REMARKS. 

Why should Protestants despise Papists, and separate 
from them, while they profess: to believe, and take so 
much pains to send missionaries to India, to teach the 
heathen, the very worst principles of Papists? Yea, 
to teach the heathens, doctrines, far more unreasonable 
and absurd, than any they are now taught by their own 
priests? Surely if the divine Being makes the heathen, 
with a design to damn them eternally,.he is pleased with 
his own design» Why then complain of the worship- 
pers of Juggernaught? O ye orthodox christians! When 
they suppose that he is pleased with the blood and life 
that are lost under the wheels of his idol’s car? Why 
not burn women alive with thear.dead husbands, to ap- 
pease or please an idol god, as we)] as to bern souls and 
bodies in hell to all eternity to please the living God? 
Why not cast children into the river Ganges to please 
a heathen god, as well as to cast children into the lake 
of fire and brimstone to please a christian’s God ? 

No doubt the Popish missionaries are very sincere in 
teaching the doctrines, which they had received from 
their fathers in early life ; and no doubt American Pro- 
testant missionaries are as sincere in teaching the same 
but can such doctrines as those above men- 
tioned, be considered as glad tidings of great joy ; as 
faithful sayings, worthy of all acceptation ? 

Much money has been. expended by the Papists to 
spread their religion; but when they have compassed 
sea and land to make proselytes, of what estimation are 
they, in the views of Protestants? So now, when great 
exertions are made to collect money, and to send mis- 
sionaries to the heathen, to convert them to the faith of 
Calvinists; in what estimation will those converts be, 
among the people who shall preach or embrace the pure 
gospel of Jesus Christ, who came not to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them? SEEK TRUTH. 
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‘TAKE HEED THAT NO MAN DECEIVE You.” 


To the Editor of the Magazine, 

I noticed in the 4th No. of the 3d vol. of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Magazine, a memoir of the Rev. Benjamin 
Keach of Stokeham in Buckinghamthire, and as it is an 
opinion too generally received, that our doctors and di- 
vines receive the doctrines they teach, from a peculiar 
influence of the spirit of God, I give your readers one 
or two extracts, which may serve to correct that error. 
The writer of the.memoir says,-‘*He applied himself 
very early to the study of the scriptures, and was desir- 
ous of attaining divine knowledge.”> What fundamen- 
tal principles or divine knowledge he derived from them, 
we are not told, but we soon find him called to the 
work of the ministry. . The writer then adds; ‘‘At this 
time, he held the sentiments of the Remonstrants or 
Arminians, of the extent of the death of Christ, and the 
freedom of man’s will. The Baptists im the part where 
he lived, were, in general, of this Opinion, and from 
them he derived the sentiment.” Having begun with 
the doctrines of men, his eyes were no doubt blind to 
the light of divine truth ; consequently, he persevered, 
‘*ti]l] (as the writer observes) on coming to London, 
where he had an oppertunity of consulting both men 
and books, he, in a few years, came to a clear under- 
standing of the Calvinistic sentiments, and continued to 
maintain them duriug life.’ Thus we see he first ap- 
plied himgelf to the study of the scriptures of truth, and 
on being called to the work of the ministry, began to 
preach the extent of the death of Christ ; but his mind 


being tainted by the opinion of his Avminian friends, 
that salvation depends upon the freedom of man’s will, 
seems to indicate a willingness to be governed by the 
prevailing opinion, for we are not told of his consulting 
his bible afterwards; therefore he went on from one er- 
ror to another, till he was left to deny the mission 
of Christ. But what led him to embrace this God- 
dishonoring sentiment? Was it the scriptures of truth, 
to which he first applied himself? certainly not, 
for the writer of the memoir tells us, that he received 
the notion, that salvationdepends upon man’s free will 
from the Arminian Baptists, and, that by consulting men 
and books, he was induced to sign the Calvinistic creed. 
I Jeave the reader to judge, whether the spirit of God 
taught this teacher his doctrine, or whether he derived 
it from the opinions of men, believing that every candid, 
unbiased mind will discover in this instance a want of 
attention to the Apostle’s caution; **Beware, lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ,’? Col. ii. 8. GREEN, 


FOR TUE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





TO THE DIRECTORS OF A SABBATH SCHOOL 


IN BOSTON. 


Gentlemen,—Impressed with the beélicf, that the in- 
struction given the youth of your sabbath schools, sa- 
yours more of the doctrines and traditions of men, than 
of the pure, unadulterated, and winning truths of the 
gospel of Christ; I feel in duty bound to raise my fee- 
ble voice and pen, as barriers against this contaminat- 
ing evil, avd in no case to render myself accessary to 
the promulgation of error. 


We are always tenacious of those religious sentiments 
we imbibe in ehildhood, so that whether received from 
our parents, or from the sabbath school-instructer, the 
impression becomes equally indellible ; and growing up 
with us, if untrue, will prove an almost insurmountable 
difficulty in the decisions of riper years. 


children of others, as-opportunity nray offer, such in- 
structions as will give them, not debasing, but honora- 


one blood all the nations of the earth; that he is the 
Father of all living ; that his tender mercies are over all 
the works of his hands; that he is no respector of per- 
sons; that he maketh his sun {o shine, and rain to de- 
scend, upon the just and upon the unjust; that the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much more 
the wicked and the sinner; that God commendeth his 
love to us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us; that he will not destroy the works of his own 
hands,-but will destroy the works of the devil; that to 
manifest this unto us, he sent his. Son into the world, 
that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil ; 
tion of the fulness of times, he will gather together in 
one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on eartheven in him, 

Convinced that this summary of sacred, and impor- 
tant truth, is essentially necessary to the youthful mind; 
in order to form correct religious principles, | cannot 
conscientiously assist in teaching the contrary. There- 
fore, gentlemen, | take this opportunity to express my 
resignation, of the office of secretary, and also my mem- 
bership in your society ; but not without returning you 
my unqualified acknowledgments, for the many unmer- 
ited expressions of your esteem and respect, while I 
have been with you. 
assurance, that the purest love and friendship, of which 
my heart is susceptible, shall ever occupy an eminent 
seat in the breast of 


Your obed’t. and humble Sery’t. 





T. G. FARNSWORTH, 


Hence it is. of 
great importance that we give to our own, and to the 


ble views of their Creator; that is, that he hath made of 


that in the dispensa-. 


For these, I requite yeu with an . 


sa 
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POETS’ CORNER. 
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INDEPENDENCE. 


While some wake the lyre to Columbian glory, 
And others to ehieftains, to monarchs and kings, 
A greater than Solomon lives in my story, 
The Lorp ofall lords, and the Kine of all kings. 


From the summit of Calvary’s brow-beaten mountain, 
Roll’d accents of mercy, with language that saves ; 
And slow, down its banks, flow’d the blood-crimson’d 

fountain, 
And Sinai’s thunders expir’d on its waves !— 


While some round the tomb of the sire of our nation, 
Strew laurels of fame, for the freedom he won ;— 

To the cold rock of Joseph I pensively hasten, 

_ The birth-place of freedom, the tomb of the Lams : 


Ethereal curtains obsequeous open, — 

An angel.descends, on the wings of the cloud ; 
A pillar.of fire rolls beneath as a token, 

Phat'he from the court of heaven’s endow'd! 


The,stone, from the door of the ‘‘chamber of darkness,”’ 
Is mov’d by his mandate, and Jesus arose ; 

Diffuse was his mercy ; propitious and artless, 
He hail’d them with transport and soften’d their woes : 


Chain’d millions of captives, and nations he landed, 
Emergent from death, and fair freedom unfurl’d ; 

And all, from the confines of bondage disbanded, 
Announc’d independence and peace to the world. 


Independence from servitude, ‘bonds, and affliction, 
And peace from all conflicts, and:troubles, and care ; 
From trials and anguish, of every description, 
That mar our enjoyments or lead to despair. 


Hail freedom celestial! from all that’s unholy, 
Or sensual, devilish, earthly or vain ; 

Hail blest independence ! hail immortal glory! 
All hail, Son of David? Allelujah! Amen! 


BARZILLAI. 


=== 
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A SERMON UPON GOATS. 


“And thou shali have goals milk enough for thy food, 


for the food of thy household, and forthe maintenance 
for thy maidens,”—Prov. xxvii. 27. 


From the days of Origin (in the 2d-century) to the 
present, it has been fashionable to spiritualize the scrip- 
tures ; and to teach men that they have a meaning, be- 
sides what is expressed. Many to this day, think the 
scriptures have a double sense, what is said, and what 
ismeant. A man who could find a spiritual meaning 
to Samson’s bee-hive, jaw-bone, and the tails of his 
three hundred foxes, connected with fire-brands, could 
doubtless find a spiritual meaning to our text. What 
could it be? We will suppose it to be this:— 

1. The persons addressed, must mean a minister of 
modern times; to whom it is said, *‘And thou shalt 
have goats miJk enough,” &c, 

2. His household, and maidens must tignify, in tfe 
spiritual] sense, his family and domestics. 

3. The goats must mean the non-elec!, who are in the 
end to be eternally miserable, after feeding the minister 
and all his family for life ; according to Mat. 25, **The 
goats on his left hand,” &c. 

4. Thegoat’s milk, in the spiritual sense of the text, 
which is represented as abundant, must mean the gen- 
erous, and constant support, which these ministers, 
their children, and servants have received from the 
non-elect, or such as are declared to be of that number, 
who do so well for their owners here ; and who are to 
be treated so cruelly hereafter. 

We will ellow that the three first propositions are so 

plain, that they need no illustration, and proceed to 











| with missionary fields, corn, potatoes, cabbages, pump- 


prove the truth of the fourth particular ;—‘* Theu shalt 
have goats milk enough”—It is a fact beyond all dis- 
pute, that those who are considered the unconverted, 
or non-elect, are generally to be depended on, for the 
support of such as have, for years been considered min- 
isters of the gospel. The meeting houses are chiefly 
built with the money, which belonged to such as are 
[denominated goats; and were it not for this part of the 
people, what a poor condition the sheep would be in! 

It is a curiosity, the manner in which the goat’s milk 
is obtained, 

Money is wanted to make the parson a life member 
of the bible society ;—the goats must be milked, and 
soon the ladies produce the money. A pious young 
man presents himself, as one called into the ministry, 
but is not able to obtain an honorable education 
at Waterviile, Providence, or Cambridge. Milk the 
goats, is the next step, men, women, and children are 
called, and the help is stripped from them, and the pi- 
ous young men have goats milk enough. 

Missionaries are needed among the heathen in Ver- 
mont, Maine, and R. Island. The goats are milked 
again, and the missionaries are spreading their fame in 
all directions. A brother clergyman is dismissed, ‘‘be- 
cause no man has hired him ;’’ the goats are milked, 
and he is on a mission, et 20 or 50 dollars per month. 


A niission is agreed on in Asia, and the goats are re- 
sorted too, who support the friends for 24 years ; at last 
all this fails, and what next? Mr. Ward appears, and 
tells the owners of the goats, nothing can be done, un- 
less a college is built in Asia, and some of the natives 
made ministers. The goats are called up, and ten 
thousand dollars is collected,—the goats are left to feed 
en the high bills, unti] another milking time returns, 
when their empty pails. will be again presented, to be 
replenished from the same source. 

These milking vessels are placed wherever the goats 
ate likely to resort. On the bureau, on the merchant's 
counter, in the museum, for this purpose, to milk out 
of the abundance of these milch-kine. They have 
drawn from the goats, money, hats, shoes, stockings, 
shirts, and gowns, sweet meats, and other luxuries, 


kins, &c. &c. 


ping for watch seals, and the esiates of old batchelors 
and maids, when death shall put an end to their wants. 
According to modern pulpit Coctrine, these poor goats 
are to be rewarded for all their milk (so good for the 
elect) with a portion with the devils and damned souls, 
in eternal misery, where they shall see the ‘‘rery elect,” 
who are fed upon their milk, and by it nourished, ‘and 
prepared for glory everlasting. 

It is a matter of consolation to the friends tgp ani- 
ty, that such goats milk is becoming eee tae this 
rage for missionaries, which is akin to the “old scru- 
sades, is subsiding, while the glorious gospel, which in- 
cludes al] men as sheep, tobe retur to the great 
shepherd and bishop of souls, is spread all direc- 
tions, to the joy of men, and the glory efMGod! Amen. 








SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 
FIRES. 
A fire- broke ouwten Thursday morning (July 12) a- 
bout 2 o’clock, A.\M. in a blockef wooden buildings in 
Charlestown, situ near (he square. Before the pro- 
gress of the flames could be arrested, five buildings of 
three stories in height, with two barns in rear of them, 
were totally pret The buildings destroyed were 
in the occupati@ti of Messres. T. Thompson, jr. and 
Sons, iron store’ apd dwellimg-house ; David Austin, dry 
goods; Marshall Jotinson, W. 1. Goods ; Joseph Tufts, 
Esq. Office ; and)Mr. McElroy, and Mr. Flint, tailors, 
The estate belonged to Messrs. T. Thompson, jr. Na- 
thaniel Austin, Esq. the heirs of the late Deacon 
Larkin. The principalypart of the goods and furniture 
was removed from the buildings and saved. Besides 
the buildings consumed, the following were considera- 
bly injured by the effects of the fre: Dwelling house 
owned by Misses Bradstreets ; store occupid hy James 
Bird, jr. and dwelling house over by Dr. S. Kidder; 
store occupied by M, Skilton, and the looking g!ass fac- 
tory and dwelling house of Messrs. Kidder & Carter. 
Chron. & Patriot. 

On Satorday morning last, about half past 12 o’clock, 
the citizens of this town were alarmed by the cry of 








All these things have been done, in addition to strip- | * 





progress of the flames, and the extensive collection of 
old wooden buildings on Union-street, and on Hatter’s- 
square, in the rear, threatened, at the commencement, 
avery alarming conflagation: But the unprecedented 
spirit and enterprise of the Gentlemen Firewards, Fin- 
ginemen, and Citizens generally, favoured by the weath- 
er, which was very calm, succeeded in prescribing 
bounds to the destroying element. We understand the 
fire commenced in the Wood-house, in the rear of No 

31 Union-street, from which it communicated to the 
adjacent buildings on that street and on Hatter’s square. 

The following are the names of the owners and occu- 
pants of the buildings consumed : 

Union-street. No. 29, nearly destroyed ; owned by 
the heirs of the Jate Dr. Jackson ; lower rooms occu- 
pied by Messrs. Wyman & Kittredge, as a W. I. goods 
store; the upper stories by Mr. John Tapper, as a 
dwelling-house. No. 30, entirely destroyed; owned 
by Mrs. Sarah T. Chase ; lower rooms occupid by Mr, 
Benjamin Morrill, as a dry goods store ; upper stories 
by Mr. George Thomas, as a boarding house. No in- 
surance on this building. No. 33, owned by the heirs 
of Margaret Pollard; shop below occupied by Mr. 
Amos B. Parker, ‘stationer and bookbimder; upper sto- 
ries occupied by Mrs. Davis, as a boarding house, Jon- 
athan Chandler, and John Wedger, whose furniture 
was principally destroyed. No. 32, owned by Isaac 
Winslow, Esq. the whole building in occupation of 
Messrs. Michael Mellen & Co. as a crockery and glass 
ware store. No. 33, owned and occupied by Messrs. 
Homes & Homer, dealers in hard ware, was partially 
injured, and part of their goods removed. ‘This build- 
ing as well as several others on the opposite side of 
Union-streect, was saved by the most unwearied ex- 
ertions. 

Hatters’-square. A joiner’s shop, occupied by Mr. 
Humpbries. A shop owned by the heirs of Benjamin 
Austin, Esq. A dwelling-bouse belonging to the heirs 
of N. Brailsford, occupied by Mr. Wyatt and Mr. Johns. 
A house and shop occupied by Mrs. Atkins and Mrs. 
Robinson, and owned by the heirs of Dr. Jackson. 

Gazelle. 
The alarm on Monday, between the hours of 1 and 
2 o’clock, was occasioned by the discovery of a fire in 
the painter’s shop at the corner of Water-street and 
Bath-alley; caused, it is said, by the boiling over of 
some oil which was preparingin a kettle. The season- 
able discovery prevented much damage being done. 
Pal, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 
“An Inquirer after Truth,’ in answer to the Rev. 
“Nj. Stuart,” (in the first No. of vol. 3d.) is received. 
The apparent sincerity and candour, exhibited by the 
writer, would entitle his essay to higher consideration, 
and render it equally interesting to the generality of 
our readers, bed he, in expressing his sentiments on the 
subject, paid stricter attention to conciseness and per- 
spicuity. His answer however, is under consideration; 
in the interim, he will find a letter in the post-office. 
OL *EEES to “SBSHEEO.” ig received. We de- 
cline publishing it from no other motive, than because 
the subject is not sufficiently interesting to our readers 
generally ; and tends (oa controversy, which we should 
be uneble to publish on both sides of the question, with- 
out suppressing matter which we consider of more im- 
portance: 
**Leander, jr.’ is received. We must decline pub- 
lishing his communication at present, as. the subject has 
been often and ably discussed, in the Magazine. 
The title page and index to the 2d vol. of this paper, 
is printed and ready for delivery. ‘Those who wish toe 
have their Magazines bound at this office, are requested 
to send them in, as soon as possible. 
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UST published by Messrs. Munror & FrAwncis,and 
for sale at this Office, **The Universalist Hymn 
Book ; a new collection of Psalms and Hymns, for the 
use of the Universalist Societies, by Hosra BaALiov 
and Epwarp TurRNER.” This book, which is recom- 
mended to the people of our order, is accepted by the 
Second Universalist Society in this town, end will come 
into public use, in their worship, on the 3d Sabbath of 
August next. 


A few copies of Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement may 
be had at this office. 





HE Copy-rights of a great number of SERMONS, 
- all in favor of Universal Salvation—By THomas 
Jones, Pastor of the Independent Church of Glouces- 
ter, Mass. ‘The said Sermons will be disposed of singly 





fire, which proved to be in Union-street. The rapid 


or inany numbers wished for. Letters, post paid, t¢ 
(he Author will be attended to. * 
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